A Ray of Sunshine

T

The possibility of losing a child can be frightening – just ask the
Clemmers.

“

It’s been such a blessing
to get services at KidsAbility.

“

“After four years of trying, Dean and I discovered we were
having twins,” explains Heather. “Our excitement was beyond
belief — until the seventh month when we visited the
obstetrician. Two hours later, I was in the hospital having an
emergency C-section. Troy and Scott, my boys, were born
weighing just 2 pounds each. They fought with everything
their tiny bodies had to survive. It was touch and go, but they
lived.”
After two and a half months in the hospital, the boys finally
came home. Then the family’s lives took another turn. Troy
was diagnosed with cerebral palsy. “We were told he would
never walk unassisted,” states Heather. “Then, like walking into
a ray of sunshine, we started at KidsAbility.”
Troy began physiotherapy and occupational therapy — and the
changes proved remarkable. With the help of KidsAbility, Troy
learned to walk unassisted! Today, Troy plays sledge hockey,
participates in T-ball, swims and does so much more.
The Clemmers’ experience with Troy served them well when
they decided to adopt Emma. “I grew up in a foster home for
six years of my life,” states Dean. “As a way of giving back, I
wanted to foster or adopt a child. Troy, Scott, my daughter
Bella and Heather were all on the same page.”
At 18 months, Emma joined the Clemmer family. “If there was
a way to seal the adoption, it was the discovery that she had
cerebral palsy,” adds Heather. “We’d been through this before
with Troy, so it wasn’t scary.”
From the age of two, Emma received therapy at KidsAbility —
and she flourished. “Emma is so easy for staff to work with
and her determination has taken her beyond what we thought
possible,” says Heather. “It’s been such a blessing to get
services at KidsAbility.”
Together, Troy and Emma prove that anything is possible —
with the support of KidsAbility and a loving family.
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