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KidsAbility Foundation Attains Accreditation with Imagine Canada  

Waterloo, Ontario – November 25, 2013 

KidsAbility Foundation is proud to announce that it has achieved the distinction of accreditation 
under Imagine Canada’s national Standards Program.  

The Standards Program is a Canada-wide set of shared standards for charities and nonprofits 
designed to demonstrate their compliance in five fundamental areas: board governance; financial 
accountability and transparency; fundraising; staff management; and volunteer involvement. The 
Standards Program helps organizations mitigate risk by ensuring that staff and volunteers 
understand and meet their legal, financial and fiduciary responsibilities. 

As Lisa Talbot (Executive Director of KidsAbility Foundation) notes, “The recent accreditation 
wouldn’t have been possible without the conscientious effort put forth by the staff and Board 
members at KidsAbility Foundation. Working as a team, we were able to increase our 
organization’s transparency and capacity, and to strengthen public confidence in KidsAbility 
Foundation and the nonprofit sector as a whole – one of the key goals set forth by the Standards 
Program.” 

To obtain accreditation, KidsAbility Foundation was evaluated by a group of volunteers from the 
sector. “Through this rigorous peer-review process, public confidence in our organization can only 
be enhanced,” states Talbot. “The Standards Program ensures that potential areas of concern have 
been addressed and that specific policies are in place. This, in turn, allows staff and Board 
members to focus on our mission – to empower children and youth with special needs to realize 
their full potential.” 
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Background Information 
 

KidsAbility Centre for Child Development is the recognized leader in Waterloo Region and 
Wellington County for empowering children and youth with a wide range of complex special 
needs. 
 
Over 5,000 children and youth annually receive services and supports at KidsAbility so that they 
can reach their full potential. This includes children who cannot walk or talk properly; premature 
and “at risk” babies; preschoolers who need support and therapy to be successful in school; and 
children with complex medical syndromes who require therapy and medical support in the 
following three broad categories of disability:  
 

1) Developmental delays such as premature babies, Down syndrome, autism, 
coordination disorders and other rare medical syndromes;  

2) Communication delays or disabilities; and 
3) Physical disabilities such as cerebral palsy, spina bifida and muscular dystrophy. 
  

KidsAbility Foundation inspires and engages community partners, individuals and groups to help 
make a difference in children’s lives. Through the annual Kids Can’t Wait campaign donations 
raised through our generous community help to bridge the ever widening gap between what the 
provincial government provides and what is actually needed to provide the care to our clients. 
Without this generous support, more children would be waiting even longer to receive the care 
that they deserve and so desperately need. 


