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Worthwhile Web Sites for Learning 
 

Worthwhile Web Sites for Learning has been created as a resource for Alberta parents who are 
actively involved in their children's education and interested in locating interactive web sites that 
support and enhance their child's learning.  

Keyboarding: Life Skill or Literacy Skill? 

Learning to keyboard properly with control and speed enhances the ability of students to 
communicate efficiently and effectively. Research indicates that students with good keyboarding 
skills demonstrate improved language arts skills overall. This is partly because they can compose their 
ideas faster and are much more willing to revise and edit written work because they can go back in to 
make corrections, add more descriptive details, and reorganize sentences or paragraphs without 
having to rewrite the whole piece over again from the beginning. Therefore, quantity of written work 
often increases as well as the quality of the finished product.  
 
In today’s world, keyboarding is an important skill for all students to learn and an especially essential 
skill for students who have fine motor challenges or struggle with writing or spelling. For many 
students with these challenges, learning how to keyboard effectively and having access to a keyboard 
in the classroom and at home can make the writing task much less demanding. We know that a child 
who feels successful with a task is going to have improved self-esteem and be motivated to try again. 
  
So when should children start to learn to keyboard?  
 
Some parents are concerned that if children start keyboarding too young, it will be at the expense of 
their printing or handwriting skills. Alberta Education has expectations that both printing and 
handwriting are taught as well as keyboarding. While children are exposed to the keyboard from the 
beginning, actual keyboard instruction often starts around grade three.  
 
Supporting Keyboarding at Home  

Learning to keyboard requires time, patience, persistence, practice, and good instruction. 
Keyboarding is a cumulative skill and it is important that proper technique be taught from the 
beginning. ‘Hunting and pecking’ and other self-taught methods are hard to correct if they are 
allowed to continue for too long.  
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Parents interested in supporting their child’s keyboarding skills at home should first check with their 
child’s school to find out how keyboarding is being taught. If there is a software program being used, 
it might be possible to purchase a home edition. Some teachers use a method where they call out 
letters to students as they keep up on their computers at their desks.  

Regardless of the methods used, home practice should be consistent and frequent to develop skills. 
Have your child practice keyboarding on a daily basis. Young children might only practice for five to 
ten minutes while older students might take ten to twenty minutes, depending on the activity. 
Consistency of practice is going to make a big difference in developing the skills.  

While speed and accuracy are important in keyboarding, the focus really needs to be on control. 
Speed and accuracy develop out of good keyboarding instruction and can only occur when there is 
control. If you have a child who is frustrated with keyboarding, make sure the software or program 
they are using is not causing them to sacrifice control for speed. Some keyboarding ‘games’ push kids 
into their frustration zone and then learning and skill development just aren’t going to happen.  
 
Online Resources for Keyboarding:  
 
Dance Mat Typing    
Excellent, basic skills…nothing flashy, just skill building. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3c6tfr 
 
Keyboarding Practice 
http://www.davis.k12.ut.us/page/5294 
Links to a variety of keyboarding games. 
A series of 17 drills to help you improve your keyboarding technique and speed; there is also a 
printable version of the drills in PDF format. 
 
Laser Limbo 
http://www.play4traffic.com/game.php 
Good for drill after having some touch typing skill. Will appeal to junior and intermediate students. 
How fast can you type? After you press start, words will appear on your screen. Type the letters from 
that word by using your keyboard before it hits the laser. Every correct typed word will give you one 
point. If you miss one word you will lose one life. After you typed 10 words correct, the speed of 
words will increase one level, and will be harder to type. The score is depending on your speed of 
typing. Have Fun! (Advanced) 
 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3c6tfr
http://www.davis.k12.ut.us/page/5294
http://www.play4traffic.com/game.php
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Touch Typing 
http://www.sense-lang.org/typing 
Excellent for basic keyboarding….a good starting point. 
Free Program that lets you exercise and learn Touch Typing. This site lets you practice real words by 
copying a text from anywhere (sites, word processor, etc.) and paste text inside the text box by 
clicking the right mouse button and selecting "paste". 
 
Type Online  
https://www.typingclub.com/typing-qwerty-en.html 
Free typing lesson that tracks your progress. 
 
Typing ABCs 
http://teachingtreasures.com.au/k-3only/alphabet.htm 
Excellent for primary students and helps with word recognition. 
Practice typing the letters of the alphabet.  
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