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Cueing 
 

If the child doesn’t hit the SGD, we try to use reminders like moving the SGD closer to 
their hand and saying things like: 

 “You’re words are on your button” 
 “When I hear your words, I can let you have the toy” 
 “You’re words are on the button, when I hear them, you can have a turn” 

 
We try to use words like these that remind the child what to do rather than telling them 
directly to “hit the button” because we want them to learn to initiate the interaction on 
their own rather than just responding to our verbal cue. 
 
You might need to physically cue the child to hit the button by pushing their arm from 
the elbow towards the button (your palm on their elbow).  This kind of action is 
recommended because you are then pushing the child’s arm and hand towards the SGD.  
We choose this action rather than pulling their forearm or hand towards the SGD 
because when we are pulled, it is a natural tendency to resist and pull in the opposite 
direction.  If the child resists the pulling, their hand will be moving away from the SGD 
when indeed we want it to be moving towards it.   

 
Just because you do use words like those above, the child will not necessarily, 
automatically, press the button in a timely way.  They are learning this skill, so we 
sometimes need to wait a little while for them to participate and repeat the process 
(with different activities) many times.  That’s why we encourage them with words and 
a fun tone and perhaps by moving the button closer to them so they attend to it again. 
 

When the child does hit the button, say words like: 
 “Good job, I heard your words, you can have a turn” 
 “Thank you, I heard your words, you get the toy” 
 “Good job, you hit the button and I heard your words.  Now you can _____” 

 
We try to use words like these because we are trying to help the child learn that there is 
a connection between hitting the button (making the words come out) and “something” 
happening – whether that “something” is getting a turn with a toy, getting a social 
response and attention, singing a song together, getting the music to play again, or 
getting another “turn” in a game. 
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You may need to use a hand over hand action to “help” the child hit the SGD, especially 
in activities when timing is essential (as in stories and songs).  Even though, in this 
situation, they are not independently activating the button, they are still getting the 
benefit of the social reward and the value of participating within an activity.  Over time, 
you may want to cue them verbally and physically to see if they really need hand over 
hand each time. 

 
Sometimes, the child might hit the button many times in a row without a break to hear 
the words.  We call this multiple hits and we don’t really want the child to do this 
because it could damage the SGD and when they do this they are not using it 
functionally.  You can cue them to stop hitting the button lots of times by sliding your 
hand between the button and their hand and gently lifting their hand off of it (their 
palm on the back of your hand).  We do this kind of action because you are then pushing 
the child’s hand and arm away from the SGD.  We choose this action rather than holding 
their forearm or hand and pulling their hand off the SGD because when we are pulled, it 
is a natural tendency to resist and pull in the opposite direction.  If the child resists the 
pulling, their hand will be moving towards the SGD when indeed we want it to be 
moving away.   

 
We might also say words like: 

 “Hit your button one time so I can hear your words” 
 “Just one time Jessica, I want to listen to your words” 
 “Remember, hit the button one time so I can hear your words” 

 
We also need to remember that this may be very difficult for the child partly because 
they don’t necessarily understand the whole concept all the time of why the button is 
there, they don’t necessarily understand the concept of “one” and they may be working 
hard to control the muscles in their body.  We need to have patience. 
 


