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Dear Parent: 

 

 
 

In addition, it is hoped that participants will gain feelings of belonging and plant the seeds of friendship. 
We anticipate that the learned skills will be transferred into the childcare or school setting and used to 
better interact with peers. Finally, we hope to gain a closer understanding of the children’s interactive 
patterns and communicate that knowledge to families and childcare/school staff. We will also ask a staff 
member from your child’s childcare/school to attend the group so that they can learn methods of teaching 
the target skills in their childcare/school setting. 

 

Stay & Play is an Integrated Social Skills group. This means that there will be children with a variety of 
diagnoses, including autism spectrum disorder, social communication difficulties and normally developing, 
same-age peers participating in the group. Each invited child is requested to bring a peer to participate in 
Stay & Play with him/her. The peers are encouraged to draw upon their natural strengths of age  
appropriate social and play skills while participating in the group. They enable their peers with social 
communication difficulties to participate by making social initiations or responding promptly and 
appropriately to the invitations of these children during the course of the group. A peer should be a child 
between the ages of 3 and 6 years, with whom your child is in frequent contact, but is not his/her sibling. In 
the past, peers have been neighbours, cousins, family friends, school classmates or child care peers. If this is 
difficult for you, your child care staff, teacher or resource consultant may be able to help you find an 
appropriate peer. Peers and their parents will be invited to attend a preparatory Stay & Play session prior  
to Stay & Play held at KidsAbility (887 Langs Drive, Cambridge). This session will orient them to Stay & Play, 
and their very important role as a friend using good social skills while playing together. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Part 1: Client Information 

We would like to invite your child to participate in Stay & Play, an Integrated Social Skills group. The 
facilitators of this group will be Wendy Johnson, Occupational Therapist, Shelagh Malnerich, Speech 
Language Pathologist, and Andrea Feldkamp, Communicative Disorders Assistant, at KidsAbility. Stay & 
Play runs one morning per week (9:30am—11:30am) for six weeks on Tuesdays from January 22 to 
February 26, 2019 at KidsAbility (887 Langs Drive, Cambridge). There is a Peer only date on January 15, 
2019. 
The specific social skills addressed through Stay & Play may include: 
• Listening and Responding • Self-regulation 
• Getting Someone’s Attention • Engagement 
• Turn Taking and Sharing • Greetings 
• Waiting • Social songs and games 
• Asking for Help • Feelings 
• Giving Help • Humour and having fun 
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While the children are participating in Stay & Play, one of the group facilitators will be leading a parent- 
training group in another room in the same building. This group is specifically for parents of the children in 
Stay & Play. It will provide opportunities for the parents to share strategies and concerns and to learn about 
the social skills targeted in the group. You will be provided with strategies to use in your home on a     
weekly basis. You will also have opportunities to try these strategies with your child and peers during Stay & 
Play sessions. 

 

Finally, we would greatly appreciate it if you could take a few moments to fill out the Face Sheet, Client 
Questionnaire, Special Purpose Consent Form and Social Skills Rating Scale, which accompany this letter. 
They will provide us with valuable information about your child that we will use in the course of the group. 
Please return the forms by December 7, 2018. 

Please return these to: 
KidsAbility 

887 Langs Drive 
Cambridge, ON N3H 5K4 

Attention: Naginder Keilah - Program Assistant 
 

or 

nkeilah@kidsability.ca | ext. 3266 

 

Thank you for your time in reviewing this letter and the materials that will be provided during the course of 
the group. Please feel free to contact either of us with questions or concerns. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

Cambridge Stay & Play Facilitators: 

 Wendy Johnson (OT) ext. 3215 

 Shelagh Malnerich (SLP) ext. 3249 

 Andrea Feldkamp (CDA) ext. 3291 
 
 
 
 
 
 

519-886-8886 1-888-372-2259 
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