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EDUCATION PLAN EDUCATION PLAN 

An IEP is a written plan. It is a working document which describes the strengths and 
needs of an individual exceptional pupil, the special education program and services 
established to meet that pupil’s needs, and how the program and services will be  
delivered. It describes the student’s progress, and includes a plan to support  
students in making successful transitions. 
 
An IEP may be developed at any time during a child’s educational journey when a 
teacher, parent and special education resource teacher feels a child could benefit 
from specialized services. 
 
An IEP may be created for a child wo has not been formally identified as  
exceptional but could still benefit from a special education program or service. 
 
This brochure will help you understand the IEP and how it is used to support your 
child’s learning. 

Thank you to KidsAbility School Council for their support of  “Individual Education Plan”. 



What is an IEP?  
 

 Describes the appropriate special  

     education program and/or special  

      education services to be received by        

       your child 

 Describes the goals that the school team has 
set for your child for the school year 

 Includes special supports that may assist in 
achieving these goals 

 Identifies particular accommodations,          
modifications and alternative expectations 
based on your child’s strengths and needs 

 A record of the knowledge and skills to be      
assessed and evaluated 

 Must be completed within 30 instructional 
days after the student has been placed in 
the program 

 
 
Who Develops an IEP?  

 

 Parents, professionals and school teams    
collaborate to provide input into your 
child’s IEP. 

 You as the parent, have valuable insights 
and information about your child’s 
strengths and needs 

 Classroom teachers can share information 
about classroom expectations and your 
child’s performance 

 A special education teacher with additional 
training and experience, collaborates with 
other educators 

 The principal and appropriate special  

      education staff and support personnel may   

      also contribute 

 Collaborate with the school team in the IEP process 
 Provide up to date medical and assessment information 
 Reinforce educational concepts at home 
 Maintain open communication with your child’s school team 
 Provide accurate information about your child’s strengths, needs, likes, dislikes, interests and reactions 

to situations, and about the talents and skills your child demonstrates in the community 
 Ask questions 
 Value information given by other team members 



How Can an IEP Support Your Child’s 
Learning?  
 
 Provides a tool for sharing information about 

your child 
 Describes educational goals for your child  
 Identifies types and levels of support  
      necessary to help your child be successful 
 Helps teachers track and evaluate your 

child’s growth and learning progress 
 Provides continuity in your child’s  
      educational programming 
 Ensures educational goals are appropriate 

and measurable 
 

 
 
How Does the School Use the IEP ? 
 

 Teachers and any support staff involved are 
responsible for implementing the  programs 
and services outlined in the IEP.  

 Teachers will use a variety of strategies to 
help  your child learn, and they will record 
successful strategies in the IEP.   

 

 
 
 

What Does an IEP Summarize ? 
 

 Child’s strengths and needs 
 Medical and health information 
 Specialized equipment 
 Assessment data 
 Annual program goals 
 Modified program expectations 
 Alternative expectations 
 Classroom accommodations 
 Assessment strategies used for reviewing 

progress and achievements 
 Communication with parents and  
      school/board staff 
 A Transition Plan 
 Regular updates, showing dates, results and 

recommendations  
  

How is the IEP Updated and  
Evaluated?  
 

 Your child’s progress toward his/her goals 
will be reviewed.  

 The IEP will be updated to include different 
strategies, approaches, and/or resources 
considered necessary to help the learning 
process. 

The school will give you a copy of the IEP to sign, acknowledging that you 
were consulted in its development.  A copy will also be placed in your 

child’s Ontario Student Record (OSR). 
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